20                QUESTIONS OF PRECEDENCE
me, and I was curious. Not that I had been won over to his
lofty ideas, but that it had occurred to me how, by making use
of him, I might be able to launch an attack against the Sons of
the Great Houses. I knew them too well to expect any gentler
treatment at their hands after the way in which they had
behaved. All the cock-birds would fall with claw and beak upon
the wounded chick! Well, I would stand up to them. Augustin's
intelligence and nobility of mind would give me a powerful
weapon against them. To the Party of the Sons I would oppose
the Party of Genius. The pariah and I would enter into an
alliance, and I would use him as a tub-thumper uses the mob.
... I owe it to myself to say that my sole intention was to get
the better of my enemies, to compel them, once again, to
accept me. What were those delights of the spirit offered by
Augustin when set against the incomparable joy of belonging,
for ever and beyond all question to that world which I so
longed to inhabit ?